Blood Brothers by Willy Russell
Mickey and Eddie’s First Meeting
Extract
Read from: Mickey asking Eddie, “How old are you?”
Read to: the point where Mickey and Eddie complete their blood-brother pact.

Easy Questions
1. How old are Mickey and Eddie when they meet? 


2. What differences do you notice between the way Mickey and Eddie speak? 




3. What does Eddie offer Mickey during their first meeting? 




4. What do Mickey and Eddie discover that they have in common? 




5. What do Mickey and Eddie decide to become at the end of this section?




Harder questions
1. What does the way Mickey speaks reveal about his childhood and background? Explain your answer using evidence from the extract. 



2. How does Russell show that Eddie has had a different upbringing from Mickey? Explain your answer using evidence from the extract. 




3. How does Russell use the boys' conversation to introduce the theme of social class? Explain your answer using evidence from the extract. 




4. How does Russell present the developing friendship between Mickey and Eddie? Explain your answer using evidence from the extract. 





5. Why is the decision to become blood brothers particularly significant? Consider what the audience already knows about Mickey and Eddie.





GCSE-Type Questions
Using your exam board, think about AO1, AO2 and AO3 when answering the following questions.
1. Mickey and Eddie’s Friendship
Read from: Mickey and Eddie’s first meeting.
To: the point where Mickey says that they can be “blood brothers.”
Starting with this section, how does Russell present the friendship between Mickey and Eddie in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
· how their friendship is presented in this extract 
· how their friendship develops elsewhere in the play 
· Russell's use of dramatic methods. 


















2. Read from: the section where Mickey visits Eddie’s house and asks if he is coming out to play.
To: the point where Mrs Lyons sends Mickey away and tells Edward it is bedtime. 
Starting with this section, how does Russell present differences in social class in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
· the differences between Mickey and Eddie in this extract 
· social inequality elsewhere in the play 
· what Russell may be suggesting about British society. 





















3. Childhood and Innocence
Read from: the children beginning their game involving the air pistol.
To: the end of the children's game.
Starting with this section, how does Russell present childhood and innocence in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
· Mickey and Eddie's behaviour in this extract 
· how their childhood contrasts with their lives as adults 
· Russell's dramatic methods. 






















4. Fate and Superstition
Read from: the section where Mrs Lyons uses superstition to frighten Mrs Johnstone about the twins.
To: the Narrator’s response to the agreement between the two mothers.
Starting with this section, how does Russell present fate and superstition in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
· the significance of the boys becoming blood brothers 
· examples of fate or superstition elsewhere in the play 
· how Russell uses these ideas to foreshadow later events. 






















5. Different Opportunities
Read from: Mickey and Eddie meeting again when they are older and discussing their lives.
To: the point where their different circumstances and opportunities become clear.
Starting with this section, how does Russell present the effects of different opportunities in life in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
· the differences between Mickey and Eddie in this extract 
· how their different opportunities affect them later 
· Russell's message about inequality. 






















Easy Answers
1. They are both seven years old, or nearly eight. 
2. Mickey uses more informal, working-class language, whereas Eddie speaks in a more formal and polite way. 
3. Eddie offers Mickey a sweet. 
4. They discover that they are the same age and share the same birthday. 
5. They decide to become blood brothers.

Harder Questions

1. Mickey’s speech reflects his working-class background and contrasts with Eddie’s more formal way of speaking. Quote: “Ey, we were born on the same day…” 
2. Eddie’s upbringing has made him noticeably different from Mickey, despite the fact that they are twins. The contrast demonstrates how environment can influence a child’s development. Quote: “Mickey says smashing things.”
3. Russell uses the boys to explore social class because they were born on the same day but have been raised in very different circumstances. Their differences therefore support the play’s exploration of nature versus nurture. Quote: “Ey, we were born on the same day…that means we can be blood brothers.” 
4. Russell presents their friendship as innocent and genuine. Their social differences do not prevent the boys from forming a close bond. Quote: “We’re blood brothers, aren’t we, Mickey?” 
5. Becoming blood brothers is significant because the audience knows that Mickey and Eddie are already biological twins. This creates dramatic irony and connects their friendship to the eventual tragedy. Quote: “There’s a pact been sealed, there’s a deal been born.” — Narrator
.

